
Giving Thanks During #GivingTuesdayNow
The COVID-19 pandemic affects all of us. For some, while we 
are experiencing a variety of difficulties, we have the resources 
we need. However, for thousands of West Michigan children 
and families, especially those who experienced poverty before 
COVID-19, this crisis compounds and complicates their daily 
struggle. Generosity gives you the power to relieve the stress and 
hardship for thousands of our local children. 

May 5, 2020, has been designated #GivingTuesdayNow, a 
global day of giving and unity as an emergency response to the 
unprecedented need caused by COVID-19. When our schools 
closed on March 13, Kids’ Food Basket asked the community for 
help. You gave to us and we have been able to respond.

On a normal day, approximately 300 Kids’ Food Basket volunteers 
serve 8,800 students at 52 West Michigan schools. During this time of 
COVID-19, our teams are working with over 70 distribution sites in four 
counties (Kent, Muskegon, Ottawa and Allegan) and have provided 
over 175,000 emergency meals to children and families in need.

We could do none of this without you.

On #GivingTuesdayNow we say thank you to you, our champions! We say thank you to our schools, kids, staff, volunteers, 
donors and community partners. Each year, your generosity provides thousands of healthy and nutritious Sack Suppers to West 
Michigan children, who are experiencing the barriers of poverty.

Your support feeds hope for the future.

On May 5, let’s all stay home and stay safe for social good on #GivingTuesdayNow! Join Kids’ Food Basket and millions around the 
world in giving back, spreading kindness and showing how together we can be a force for good right here in West Michigan.

Join us in giving thanks and follow our social media channels!  
Facebook: @kidsfoodbasket  |  Instagram: @kidsfoodbasket   |  Twitter: @KidsFoodBasket

Sack Supper SentinelSpring/Summer 2020 Edition
kidsfoodbasket.org

https://www.facebook.com/kidsfoodbasket/
https://www.instagram.com/kidsfoodbasket/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/kidsfoodbasket?lang=en


Hello, Kids’ Food Basket Champions!  
What unprecedented and trying times we are collectively experiencing. First and 
foremost, I wish all of you peace, health and safety as this message greets you. 

KUDOS FROM Bridget

I’m writing to you at the end of week seven of Kids’ Food 
Basket’s COVID-19 Emergency Food Response. As of today, 
we will have made, packed and distributed over 175,000 
healthy, life-affirming meals for our kids and families in West 
Michigan. We’ve partnered with over 70 distribution sites 
across four counties (Kent, Muskegon, Ottawa and Allegan) 
since our schools shut down on March 13. 

From day one of the school closures, Kids’ Food Basket has been 
on the front line. This is who we are. This is what we do. A virus 
cannot and will not stop the pressing problem of hunger, nor 
can it stop our response. We are committed to continue serving 
throughout this worldwide pandemic as long as it is safe and 
responsible to do so. With your generosity, while much of the 
world scales back, we can scale forward. To those of you who 
have given or directly been a part of this effort, thank you. You are 
the reason we can respond with strength in this time of crisis.  

For 18 years, this community has counted on Kids’ Food Basket 
to be there when our kids and families need us most. We show 
up because the health of our collective community depends 

on the health of our most vulnerable neighbors. Now, because 
our children no longer have the daily safety net of school and 
school meals, we are needed more than ever.  

As we move ahead, we face considerable uncertainty. For our 
families who were already suffering as a result of poverty, living 
on the margins or struggling to access healthy food, this crisis 
will compound their daily challenges. We anticipate that their 
struggles will only grow, and we must face the harsh reality 
that this crisis will leave many more in our community in even 
greater need. 

I genuinely believe that our collective health in 
West Michigan depends on our ability to work 
together to care for our most vulnerable citizens 
and each other.
Throughout this crisis, I’ve been reminded of the great duality 
in how we are experiencing this unusual moment in time. For 
many of us, this crisis has been challenging, yet we’ve been 
relatively comfortable and have had access to what we need.  

I also know that this has not been the case for many children 
and families in our West Michigan community. Just last week, 
one of our distribution sites contacted KFB to see if we could 
increase our number of meals from 500 to 3,000. They shared 
that many of the families in their neighborhood were simply out 
of resources, and that many of them no longer have a paycheck. 
This kind of situation was unimaginable just a few months ago, 
yet now many of our family members and community members 
are facing this devastating truth. Crisis tends to bring out the best 
in humanity, and right now, our West Michigan neighbors need 

help as they experience things at their worst. Together, we have 
this opportunity to give our best for them.  

We are still a charitably funded organization, so every single 
meal that gets distributed to children is funded by the generous 
financial support of the community. We are proud of and 
grateful for your loving response. Please, take care of yourself 
and take care of one another.  

In the spirit of peace and health,  

  

... many of the families in their neighborhood were simply out of resources, and that many of them  
no longer have a paycheck.
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• Text to Give: KFB to 56651.
 Monetary donations are the best way you can support Kids’ 

Food Basket and the children in our community during this 
critical time. Due to the supply chain and the quality of the 
meals we serve, we are experiencing a 44% increase in our 
food costs.  KFB is a charitably funded nonprofit organization. 
Every meal served is generously funded by you! Because of 
your generous support we can respond to this crisis.

• Become Everyday Heroes!
 Create your own fundraising page and help us raise critical 

funds for our emergency response. Once your page is created, 
please share with your network, friends and family. To  
create your page, click here. Every dollar raised goes to  
our COVID-19 emergency response.

• Give a gift through your Donor Advised Fund. Contact Ben Nyhoff, 
Development Manager - ben.nyhoff@kidsfoodbasket.org with 
question about how KFB can benefit from your Donor Advised 
Fund. 

• Give a gift of stock or give through your IRA: Want to know 
how to get started? We encourage you to seek the advice 
of your financial, tax or legal advisor about giving stocks or 
making an IRA distribution. For more information, please 
contact Ashley Diersch at ashleyd@kidsfoodbasket.org. 

• Legacy Planning: Create a legacy that will last well into the 
future by naming Kids’ Food Basket in your will or estate plan. 
These gifts cost nothing now and can be modified if circumstances 
change. Connect with us to leave your lasting legacy and name a 
tree or part of the Kids’ Food Basket’s headquarters in Kent County.

Ways You Can Help!
  There are many ways to support Kids’ Food Basket during the COVID-19 pandemic:

Stories That Touch Our

Heart
We received this humbling email from a partner of Kentwood Community Church: 

“Navigating this entire COVID-19 response has been difficult for some parents (knowing that food is available, where to go, method 
of transportation, etc.) We knew that Kids’ Food Basket Sack Suppers were available at Kentwood Community Church (KCC) but 
so many of my kids didn’t have transportation to get to KCC or to other food distribution sites. I worked with KCC to set aside and 
deliver 100 Sack Suppers for us to distribute, and we decided to hand out two Sack Suppers per kid. We’ve been doing this for the 
past several weeks. We are seeing parents who are coming for their kids or the kids who can just easily walk from their apartments 
down to the community center.  

Most of my communication is directly with my kids, so we are cautious in how we talk to them about the struggles of their families. 
But what I’ve gathered is that this food definitely bridges a gap. Since they are getting it on Thursdays, near the end of the week 
and before the weekend, kids are relying on this when food runs out in the house and before the parent can get to the grocery store. 
We found out that a couple of our dads tested positive for 
COVID-19, so those kids were more on their own as the family 
navigated hospital stays and recovery measures at home. The 
food from KFB was very critical. We’ve also seen some parents 
take in extra kids from friends or family during this crisis, so one 
of the moms went from having two young kids in the house to 
five kids. She has been very appreciative of any extra food she can 
have in the house for the kids.” — Woodfield Community Center  
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Kent

P R E S I D E N T
Keith Rothstein 
Meijer 

V I C E  P R E S I D E N T
Jessie Jones 
Spectrum Health

T R E A S U R E R / C F O
Mary Command 
Williams Group
  
S E C R E TA R Y
Jon Siebers 
Rhoades McKee

Kids’ Food Basket Board of Directors:

F O U N D E R
Mary K. Hoodhood
 
P A S T  P R E S I D E N T
Brian Kraus

Bob Kaser

Rodney Savage

Kyle Caldwell

Paula Schuiteman-Bishop

Mario Cascante

Phalesha Kyes

Danielle Williams

Jerry Johnson

Bill McGee

CSA

Kids’ Food Basket Farm in Full Bloom!
Your support means we are preparing for the first harvest of the year on the Kids’ Food Basket Farm! Farmer 
Jason and our team have been working around the clock planting, watering and getting all the seedlings ready 
in the greenhouse so they can be planted in our 10-acre chemical-free farmland. In a few weeks, the first 
harvest of tasty vegetables and fruits will be ready to eat — just in time for the start of the Kids’ Food Basket 
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) program. 

Come experience and connect with healthy delicious life 
affirming fresh food by purchasing a share of our CSA program. 
As a member of the Kids’ Food Basket CSA, you’ll have access 
to the freshest and best-tasting vegetables and fruits while also 
helping to feed West Michigan children, who — through no 
choice of their own — are experiencing hardship and struggling 
with the barriers of poverty now more than ever. 

Coming May 27!
Enjoy healthy and delicious food 
grown in our own backyard!

When you buy a share, you support the mission of Kids’ Food Basket. Additionally, we are providing the same fresh and nutritious 
foods to families living with food insecurity in the four counties we serve. Healthy food for all means a healthy West Michigan.

Shares became available to the public on April 17 and have been selling quickly. Sign up today! Half or full shares are available, pickup 
begins May 27 and continues through October. Information on how to purchase a share can be found at kidsfoodbasket.org/kfb-csa.

  Meet Farmer Jason
Jason Lundberg grew up in Salinas, California, aka America’s Salad Bowl due to the 
abundance of lettuce and spinach crops grown there. A third-generation farmer, Jason 
moved with his family to West Michigan in 1982. His father, Farmer Dave, started 
Ingraberg Farms in 1988 and revolutionized the way farmers collaborate with the 
community and sell directly to restaurants. In 2018, Farmer Jason took over his father’s 
farm and rebranded it to Ingy Farms.

Since joining the Kids’ Food Basket team in February as farm manager, Jason has made 
significant advancement in our Grow initiative…and we are just getting started!
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Kids’ Food Basket is honored to announce it has received Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) Silver certification for its 1300 Plymouth Ave NE 
headquarters in Grand Rapids.

Kids’ Food Basket Earns LEED Certification!

The 30,000-square-foot facility, which opened in September 2019, 
achieved the certification by implementing strategies and solutions 
aimed at sustainable site development, water savings, energy 
efficiency, materials selection and indoor environmental quality.

LEED, the most widely used green building rating system in the 
world, provides a framework to create healthy, highly efficient 
and cost-saving green buildings and is a globally recognized 
symbol of sustainability achievement.

More than 2 million commercial and institutional projects are 
currently participating in LEED, comprising more than 19 billion 
square feet of construction space in all 50 states and more than 
165 countries and territories.

Kids’ Food Basket is proud to be a leader in sustainability and 
food equity in West Michigan.

Join us on Wednesday, May 20, at 7 p.m. for the 18th Annual Feast for Kids Celebration from the safety and comfort of your home!

This fun, interactive event will feature some of our signature programming, including silent and live auctions, a brief virtual program 
and other ways to celebrate together while physical distancing. With your help, we can increase our purchasing power to combat 
food insecurity during this unprecedented time. Due to the supply chain and the quality of meals we serve, we are experiencing a 
44% increase in our food costs. Every dollar will go to immediate and ongoing hunger response as a result of COVID-19. 

For more information, please visit kidsfoodbasket.org/FeastForKids or our Feast For Kids event page on Facebook! 

FEAST
FOR KIDS

1 8 T H  A N N U A L
Feast for Kids  
Is Going Virtual!  

COMMUNITY PARTNER SHOUTOUT!

Northpointe Bank 
Huge kudos to Northpointe Bank for showing up during the global COVID-19 pandemic and 
ensuring that kids in our community have access to critical food resources in this time of need. 
The team at Northpointe Bank donated funds for each employee in their Grand Rapids (and 
Holland) region to help nourish thousands of kids in our community while school is out. Thank you 
for being your best when our children need you! 
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Muskegon
C H A I R
Lisa Tyler

V I C E  C H A I R
Rodney Savage 

Michael Poulin

Gary Allore

Brent Warren

Linda Vines

Cathleen Dubault

Tony Laskowicz

Sarah Smith

Andy Usik

Amanda Hoop

Stan Miller

Elizabeth Briseno

Kids’ Food Basket Muskegon Advisory Board:

We received this incredible letter from Lisa Tyler, Kids’ Food Basket Muskegon Advisory Board chair: 

“My husband and I own Cherokee Restaurant in Muskegon; we’re blessed with a great staff and many longtime customers. Our 
dining room manager, Sue, has worked at Cherokee for more than 20 years, and she loves it with all her heart. When the first 
COVID-19 cases were announced in Muskegon, we closed the restaurant out of an abundance of caution for our staff. Just a week 
after that, we had a small fire at Cherokee, and we don’t yet know when we’ll be able to reopen.

Earlier this month, Sue called me to ask about donating to KFB. 
She said she had received her stimulus check and wanted to 
help keep kids fed, so she asked me where she could send a 
check. “Kids come first to me,” Sue said when I expressed my 
gratitude at her generosity. “It’s something important to me. 
Whatever I can do, if I can, I will. You pay it forward when you 
can. That’s how I was raised. Food and kids are important, so if 
I can do it, I’m going to do it.”

     Kids come first to me,” Sue said when I 
expressed my gratitude at her generosity. “It’s 
something important to me. Whatever I can 
do, if I can, I will. You pay it forward when you 
can. That’s how I was raised. Food and kids are 
important, so if I can do it, I’m going to do it.

Stories That Touch Our Heart

I can’t tell you how this touched my heart. Restaurant workers do not get rich. Many of them are working multiple jobs, and making 
enough to pay their bills, but not much more. They don’t have 401(k)s or paid vacations and other benefits. They work hard, come to 
work every day, smile and serve good food. For Sue to tell me she wanted to donate part of her stimulus check to Kids’ Food Basket 
brought me to tears. She told me her sister and mom decided to do the same thing, after she told them her plans. 

KFB has been important to me since it started talking about expanding into Muskegon County. I was honored to have been at that 
first meeting, and I continue to be blessed to help with our efforts here, as the chair of the Muskegon advisory board. Knowing the 
needs in our community and seeing that the message is getting out to others just reinforces why I choose to give my time to this 
amazing organization. I couldn’t be prouder of Sue, her family, our Cherokee staff and everyone who supports the incredible work 
that Kids’ Food Basket does in Muskegon, Kent, Ottawa and Allegan counties. Thank you, Sue, and thank you, Kids’ Food Basket, 
for nourishing kids! We will get through this together and come out stronger.”
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Cannon-Muskegon
Many thanks to Cannon-Muskegon for being a proud partner of Kids’ Food Basket and for their 
ongoing support through charitable giving and volunteering opportunities. Cannon-Muskegon 
is deeply committed to supporting the children in our community who will become the future 
workforce and investing in their long-term success.  

COMMUNITY PARTNER SHOUTOUT!

Ottawa and Allegan
C H A I R
Paula Schuiteman-Bishop

V I C E  C H A I R
Anne Porter

Bree Austin-Roberts

Adriana Binaku

Scott Brooks

Penny Bursma

Melanie Downing

Veronica Garcia

Merri-Lou Morehead

Anne Nemschoff

Steve O’Connor

Deb Ralya

Jessica Rodriguez-Garza

Dan Sorek

Carolyn Stich

Lisa Uganski

Tracy Umbenhour

Nathaniel Volkema

Cindi Welton

Vicki Zylstra

Kids’ Food Basket Ottawa and Allegan Advisory Board:

Feeding Our Future: Ottawa and Allegan Expansion
Every day, Kids’ Food Basket helps thousands of children thrive by meeting a simple yet critical need: the 
nourishment of an evening meal, made with love. As many of you know, we have outgrown our Holland facility 
and need to expand to meet the growing need in Ottawa and Allegan counties.  

Pre-COVID-19, we had the capacity to serve 1,100 students 
in our Ottawa County location, reaching less than 10% of the 

11,120 kids who are food insecure in Ottawa and 
Allegan counties. With your support, we 

can grow to meet this growing need. 
KFB is currently renovating a 4400 

sq. ft. space on Hastings Avenue that 
will serve as our future Ottawa and 
Allegan home. This space will help 
us serve the schools on our waitlist, 

enable nutrition education and ensure 
long-term sustainability. 

We are humbled to announce that we have raised over  
$1 million of our $2.5 million capital campaign goal for this 
critical expansion. If you are interested in learning more about 
our expansion into Ottawa and Allegan counties, please visit 
our Feeding Our Future website. To make a gift and care for the 
children in your communtiy, click here. 

Please Note: In order to keep our staff, volunteers and 
community safe, renovations have been temporarily halted 
and our grand opening delayed to assist in the fight against 
COVID-19 and in accordance with the stay-at-home mandate 
issued by the state of Michigan. To stay up to date on 
fundraising, construction and more, join us in May and June for 
our virtual Lunch and Learn events. For more information and 
registration, visit kidsfoodbasket.org/feedingourfuture. 
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Save the Date: KFB Farm to Table Dinner Series Coming This Summer!
Join us for our first farm-to-table dinner fundraisers on the KFB Farm! Guests will enjoy a dinner 
inspired by and sourced from Kids’ Food Basket’s sustainable farm and other local sources, prepared 
by West Michigan chefs. By joining us at the table on these special evenings, you are supporting 
the mission to nourish kids to reach their full potential and our urban growing initiatives. For more 
information, please contact claire.timmer@kidsfoodbasket.org. 

Upcoming Dates: August 19, September 2, September 16, September 30
Join us on the Kids’ 
Food Basket Farm!

FARM 
to 

TABLE 
2020

COMMUNITY PARTNER SHOUTOUT!

Perrigo
A big thank-you goes out to Perrigo Company Charitable Foundation for their continued 
support of Kids’ Food Basket. Perrigo has been a proud longtime supporter of nourishing kids to 
reach their full potential in our community. Their commitment began in Kent County, and the 
foundation has continued to help us scale up by being lead donors as we expanded into Holland 
and now into the Allegan community. They have always stepped up to the plate to be their best 
for our community, including supporting the critical work we are doing as we meet hunger needs 
in our community as an ongoing response to COVID-19.   
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