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Ottawa + Allegan  
Feeding Our Future Campaign 
Kids’ Food Basket has launched its Feeding Our Future campaign for 
Ottawa and Allegan counties, a $2.5 million fundraising effort to fund a 
permanent location and expanded programming for Kids’ Food Basket in 
Holland, Michigan. The goal is to expand services to over 11,000 children 
who are experiencing food insecurity in Ottawa and Allegan counties.

Kids’ Food Basket has purchased a building at 652 Hastings Avenue in Holland and 
is working with Lakewood Construction to renovate the new facility. Co-chaired 
by community leaders Anne Nemschoff and Pamela VanderKamp, the Ottawa and 
Allegan Feeding Our Future campaign was launched to enable the organization to 
raise the funding needed to duly support expansion of services into both Ottawa 
and Allegan counties. 

“There are over 11,000 children in Ottawa and Allegan counties who are food 
insecure, and we currently serve 1,100—only 10% of the need. There are five schools 
on our immediate waiting list for services but unfortunately we’re out of space. That’s 
why Kids’ Food Basket is committed to expanding. We believe that it’s irresponsible 
not to grow,” said Bridget Clark Whitney, Kids’ Food Basket President and CEO. 

The new location will allow the organization to expand beyond its current limitations, 
with room to grow in the future to serve more children. Kids’ Food Basket will deliver 
a very similar volunteer experience in the new building, with the increased ability to 
offer longer shifts, host larger groups and have more flexibility with scheduling. The 
larger facility will also afford education opportunities for both youth and adults on the 
importance of good nutrition through innovative programs and experiential learning.
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In 2002, Kids’ Food Basket began serving children 
Sack Suppers with a $3,000 donation, serving 125 
children each day, and a vision to get healthy food 
to kids. If our children don’t have access to healthy 
food, they can’t learn, and we can’t develop our 
future workforce. 

And while poverty is complex, feeding children  
is not. 

Over the past 18 years, we’ve grown to serve 
children in Kent, Muskegon, Ottawa and Allegan 
counties; engage over 290 volunteers each day; 
and serve 8,800 healthy, nourishing meals to our 
local kids daily.

KFB is a charitably funded organization, which 
means that the dollars that support this work do 
not come from the government. It means that 
every meal, every nutrition tool, is funded by our 
generous community. 

Many of you have asked me, “Why are the 
numbers so big? Why is there so much need?” 
Well, we don’t all start from the same place. 

The kids we serve have been born into poverty 
and are living in poverty through no choice of their 
own. Our work is about breaking down the barriers 
to poverty so we can end generational poverty and 
ALL our kids can reach their full potential!

We still have so much work to do – with 30 schools 
on our waiting list across four counties, it is our 
responsibility to grow. This world-changing work 
is the reason I have been in my role as executive 
director and now president and CEO. I believe there 

KUDOS FROM

Bridget
is nothing more important than breaking down the barriers of poverty and 
giving children a foundation for a good future. 

And we know – based on data and impact – that good food is the foundation 
of good health … and good health is the foundation of a good future. 

To those of you who have invested in Kids’ Food Basket – thank you. An 
investment in Kids’ Food Basket is not just the right thing to do, it’s the smart 
thing to do. An investment in Kids’ Food Basket means an investment in our 
future workforce and the future success of our community. 

To those of you who have invested by saying positive things about this work, 
by making a financial gift, or by volunteering your time … YOU are breaking 
down the barriers of poverty. You are the reason West Michigan will be a 
healthy, thriving place for ALL to live and grow.

Thank you for your commitment to this community. Thank you, because each 
and every day you are the ones who create the world.

“And we know—based on data and 
impact—that good food is the foundation 
of good health … and good health is the 
foundation of a good future.”

Peace,
Bridget Clark Whitney

“Kids’ Food Basket has already proven to be a reliable community partner 
in Ottawa and Kent counties in its mission to ensure food security for the 
most vulnerable,” states campaign co-chair Pamela VanderKamp. “Kids’ 
Food Basket believes in equitable access to nourishing food for all children, 
and this expansion will allow them to continue to grow their mission 
and help students and families of Ottawa and Allegan counties. The 
expansion will also provide many volunteer opportunities. It is an amazing 
organization and I would encourage everyone to get involved.”

To support the campaign, visit kidsfoodbasket.org/FeedingOurFuture or 
stop by Kids’ Food Basket to make a donation.

Feeding Our Future, continued from page 1
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Kids’ Food Basket received the 
following letter from the Orchard View 
Schools administrative team in Muskegon County 
this past December: 

“Greetings from Orchard View Schools,

The Orchard View administrative team would like 
to extend our sincere appreciation to you for your 
contribution to Kids’ Food Basket of Muskegon 
County. Your generosity allows nearly 500 
students an opportunity to take home a nutritious 
Sack Supper every evening during the school year 
and 150 students throughout the summer at our 
various summer acceleration programs. Without 
your contribution many students would likely 
go without food in the evening. As a district, we 
believe that when our students’ basic nutritional 
needs are met throughout the day, our students 
perform better academically and are better 
prepared for success. We also notice increased 
outcomes for our students behaviorally and 
social-emotionally knowing that their needs are 
being met each day.

Another amazing thing that Kids’ Food Basket 
meals have done for our students is to expose 
them to some food items they may not have 
previously tried. Learning healthy eating habits will 
support these students throughout their lives. 

Your donation has ensured that Orchard View students have a take-home 
Sack Supper each day and has helped alleviate financial stressors for many 
families. Several parents have shared their appreciation for the meals. The 
students love that they are able to bring home a nutritious meal in the 
decorated bags. Those bags are definitely an act of love that makes Kids’ 
Food Basket meals something special and brings a smile to our students’ 
faces daily.”

Sincerely,

Jim Nielson, Superintendent
Brenda Hodge, Cardinal Elementary Principal
Heather MacDonald, Cardinal Elementary Assistant Principal
Beth Ackley, Orchard View Early Elementary Principal
Brandy Carey, Orchard View Early Elementary Behavior Specialist

Stories That Touch Our

Heart

Share Your Story 
As a charitably funded nonprofit, Kids’ Food Basket relies on the generosity 
of our community to support our critical services. It’s the impact that Sack 
Suppers and educational opportunities have on our kids, families, schools 
and community that tell our story best – people like you talking about their 
personal journeys. We want to share stories that will inform and inspire 
the community to join our movement.

If you have a story or feedback to share, please email  
kimberly.moore@kidsfoodbasket.org.
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Kent

COMMUNITY  
PARTNER  
SHOUT OUT:  

Novo Chiropractic provides health and 
wellness services to the community out of 
their three local offices. Since 2017, they have 
used their talents to support local children. 
At every new patient appointment, staff 
donates their time, and all proceeds from the 
appointment come back to Kids’ Food Basket. 
This year, they raised over $17,000! We’re so 
grateful for Novo and their commitment to a 
healthy West Michigan.

Happy 20th Anniversary! 
American International 
Foods 
American International Foods, based in Ada, 
Michigan, has grown from a three-person 
organization to a global leader in the food 
ingredient supply chain industry over the past 20 
years. By leveraging their deep relationships with 
hundreds of food ingredient producers around the 
world, American International Foods provides food 
and beverage manufacturers the highest quality 
ingredients at the best possible prices.

“Help shape the future of human nutrition and 
food accessibility” was the theme for American 
International Foods’ 20th anniversary celebration. 
Jeff Engler, founder and acting CEO and the entire 

American International team hosted a silent 
auction at Founders Brewing Company to benefit 
Kids’ Food Basket. Local companies donated 62 
baskets, enabling American International Foods to 
raise $3,200. In addition, American International 
Foods employees collected $500 at their 
Christmas party and 30 Costco boxes of food to 
donate to Kids’ Food Basket.

Jeff and his wife Joanne and their five children are 
big supporters of Kids’ Food Basket and regularly 
volunteer packing Sack Suppers. 

We invite you to join us for the 18th Annual Feast for 
Kids, presented by the American Culinary Federation 
Greater Grand Rapids Chef’s Association.

This event showcases the best work of the area’s 2019 
Chefs of the Year and culinary arts students, working side-by-side to provide a 
decadent four course meal to exercise your culinary palate. With the help of a 
caring, can-do community, this fundraiser feast showcases some of the best food 
Grand Rapids has to offer, with a live auction and more to benefit Kids’ Food Basket.

Celebrate the flavors of Grand Rapids and be a part of the community solution 
to childhood hunger. Your support enables us to nourish local children so 
they can reach their full potential.

Purchase Tickets at kidsfoodbasket.org/feastforkids
$90  February 3 – February 21
$100  February 22 – April 30 
$110  May 1 – May 13 

FEAST
FOR KIDS

1 8 T H  A N N U A L

Host Your Next Event at Kids’ Food Basket

Let Kids’ Food Basket be your event or meeting destination! We 
would love to host your group for a special event or occasion at our 
dynamic Grand Rapids headquarters at 1300 Plymouth Avenue 
NE. Our facility features large community meeting spaces, board-
style settings and collaborative space for engagement. 

For more information, visit kidsfoodbasket.org/ 
headquarters-rental/ or call to schedule a tour.



5

Wish List 
Drives

Volunteering

FundraisingAdvocacy

Muskegon

A Story of Sack Supper Impact
We received the following note from Principal Marble at Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Academy in Muskegon Heights:

At Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Academy, we are so excited to be a part of Kids’ 
Food Basket. Our students look forward to the healthy meals that are served 
each and every day. Most of our families come from low income homes and 
often struggle to buy the basic necessities to live. The Kids’ Food Basket Sack 
Supper is a vital meal for our children. Sometimes, this might be the only 
afternoon meal they may receive. It is also important to note that the meals 
are healthy, and kids enjoy the fruits the most!

It puts a smile on my face when kids get excited about their meal. They also 
enjoy the bags that are uniquely designed. Again, we are so grateful for the 
generosity of everyone involved in making this happen for each and every 
student at MLK!

March Community Partner 
Challenge
Since 2014, local area businesses, corporations, 
and community groups have participated in 
our March Community Partner Challenge. The 
challenge is a friendly competition that builds 
great workplace camaraderie but also gives 
community organizations and businesses the 
chance to focus on a goal together.

Throughout the entire month of March, teams 
of volunteers help further our mission through 
awareness, advocacy, volunteerism and 
fundraising efforts. We are now entering our 
seventh year, and since 2014 we have grown from 

13 teams to 26 teams participating. Due to the tremendous efforts year after 
year from participating teams, a total of 56,447 pounds of food have been 
donated and 22,748 hours volunteered. In 2019 alone, 902 team members 
participated in dine-outs for Kids’ Food Basket, helping raise awareness of our 
mission while also helping to support nine local area restaurants.

Over 8,400 children are living in poverty in Muskegon. By investing in our kids, 
we are nourishing our future leaders, helping strengthen families and creating 
a vibrant West Michigan. Over the last six years, March Community Partner 
Challenge participants have supported these efforts and our growth as we 
continue to serve nearly 1,300 children in six schools in Muskegon each weekday! 

To join the fun, please contact Angel at angel.mendiola@kidsfoodbasket.org. 

C H A I R
Lisa Tyler

V I C E  C H A I R
Rodney Savage 

Michael Poulin

Gary Allore

Brent Warren

Linda Vines

Cathleen Dubault

Tony Laskowicz

Sarah Smith

Andy Usik

Amanda Hoop

Stan Miller

Elizabeth Briseno

Kids’ Food Basket Muskegon Advisory Board:

COMMUNITY 
PARTNER 
SHOUT OUT: 

Wesco is a family-owned and operated chain 
of 53 convenience stores based in Muskegon. 
During the months of October, November and 
December, Wesco stores choose a community 
partner to support. In 2019, stores #2, #3 and 
#18 chose to support Kids’ Food Basket. In 
addition, Wesco Corporate graciously matches 
up to $1,000 per store, helping double the 
donations from the community. In 2018, store 
#2 raised $11,719.34, and in 2019 all three  
stores together raised $10,824.93 to help 
support nearly 1,300 children in Muskegon 
County. Thank you, Wesco, for supporting kids 
in our community!
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COMMUNITY 
PARTNER  
SHOUT OUT: 

MBG Marketing has been a special supporter 
of Kids’ Food Basket since we opened our 
Ottawa and Allegan office. Known as the 
“Blueberry People,” MBG has been a staple in 
Michigan since 1936. In our years of working 
together, the generous people at MBG have 
partnered with Kids’ Food Basket through 
food donations and financial support. They 
even come to volunteer and decorate bags 
whenever they have time! We appreciate 
their support and hope to continue the 
partnership in the new decade.

Ottawa+Allegan
Emergency Break Bags
We know how unpredictable Michigan weather can 
be, especially during the winter. During the polar 
vortex last year, many schools closed due to the 
dangerous conditions. In times like these, the kids 
we serve go without their regular Sack Suppers. 
In response to this, our Ottawa and Allegan 
team created an Emergency Break Bag program 
in partnership with Sekisui, a plastic fabrication 
company based in Holland, Michigan. We sought 
advice from the superintendent of Holland Public 
Schools, Brian Davis, on how to deliver food 
without requiring our families to travel in hazardous 
conditions. After speaking with a few principals 
from our different service schools, we came up with 
a list of 13 residential communities—mobile home 
parks and apartment complexes—where many of 
the students reside. We coordinated with managers 
at each location to provide non-perishable 
emergency relief food bags when schools close for 
two or more consecutive days. The response was 
overwhelmingly positive, and we hope to expand to 
all our regions soon! 

“It’s more than just a Sack Supper, it is a 
relationship that is being developed with 
our community.

On behalf of the kids in West Michigan, 
thank you so much for the difference that 
you’re making each and every day.”
Brian Davis, Superintendent of Holland Public Schools 

C H A I R
Paula Schuiteman-Bishop

V I C E  C H A I R
Anne Porter

Bree Austin-Roberts

Adriana Binaku

Scott Brooks

Penny Bursma

Melanie Downing

Veronica Garcia

Merri-Lou Morehead

Anne Nemschoff

Steve O’Connor

Deb Ralya

Jessica Rodriguez-Garza

Dan Sorek

Carolyn Stich

Lisa Uganski

Tracy Umbenhour

Nathaniel Volkema

Cindi Welton

Vicki Zylstra

Kids’ Food Basket Ottawa and Allegan Advisory Board:
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There is nothing fun about childhood hunger but changing the world can be fun!  
Go Orange Day provides everyone the opportunity to engage. Together, we can 
create awareness for kids in our community. Go Orange is presented by 

Go Orange in March!

March Community Partner Challenge

Can you raise $100 or more to nourish kids in need of healthy, nutritious 
evening meals? By investing in our kids, we strengthen families and create a 
vibrant West Michigan. Join us for a friendly competition in Ottawa, Allegan, 
Kent and Muskegon counties in March, and help us break down the barriers 
of poverty! 

The March Community Partner Challenge is perfect for schools, small 
business and churches – there are so many fun ways to engage and earn 
points. There will be a top winner by division and an overall prize. While there 
is nothing fun about hunger, everyone wins when we ensure kids get the 
nutrition they need to succeed in school and in life.

Just sign up your team by division and get started! Winners will be 
announced in April. 

To join the fun, please contact:
In Kent – Delaney (delaney@kidsfoodbasket.org)
In Ottawa and Allegan – Evan (evan.pazkowski@kidsfoodbasket.org)
In Muskegon – Angel (angel.mendiola@kidsfoodbasket.org)
Or, visit kidsfoodbasket.org/GoOrange for more information.

Go Orange Pop-Up Volunteer Project 
Sunday, March 1, 2020 

Join us on Sunday, March 1, and make a huge impact for local kids in just one 
afternoon! Join us for family-friendly volunteer activities, music and fun. Don’t 
forget to wear orange, the color of childhood hunger awareness. To RSVP, 
please visit vhub.at/pop-up. Children must be 5 years old or older to attend.

Quest Center at Grand Rapids Christian High School 
 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Share an Orange Smile

Utilize one of our orange smile sticks or a real 
orange and snap a picture! Share your orange 
smile on social media utilizing #KFBGoOrange 
and share why the issue of childhood hunger 
is important to you. Keep an eye on our social 
media as we bring back Mr. Orange!

Wear Orange on Go Orange Day!
Friday, March 27, 2020

On Friday, March 27, wear orange, the color of 
childhood hunger awareness and be a part of the 
community solution to ending childhood hunger.

Upcoming Events
Want to learn more about Kids’ Food Basket? 
Join us for a Lunch & Learn! 
All Lunch & Learn events are hosted at Kids’ 
Food Basket Grand Rapids Headquarters.

March 2, March 18, April 6, April 29

March 1 March Community Partner Challenge 
Kickoff (Kent and Muskegon) 
Go Orange Pop-Up Volunteer Project

March 20  March Community Partner Challenge 
Kickoff (Ottawa and Allegan)

March 27 Go Orange Day (All locations) 
presented by 

P R E S I D E N T
Keith Rothstein 
Meijer 

V I C E  P R E S I D E N T
Jessie Jones 
Spectrum Health

T R E A S U R E R / C F O
Mary Command 
Williams Group
  
S E C R E TA R Y
Jon Siebers 
Rhoades McKee

Kids’ Food Basket Board of Directors:

F O U N D E R
Mary K. Hoodhood
 
P A S T  P R E S I D E N T
Brian Kraus

Bob Kaser

Rodney Savage

Kyle Caldwell

Paula Schuiteman-Bishop

Mario Cascante

Phalesha Kyes

Danielle Williams

Jerry Johnson

Bill McGee
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BURN BOOT CAMPBREAKFAST

KIDS ONLY VOLUNTEER COOKING DEMO LUNCH

PLANT PROJECT

HAPPY HOUR

COSMIC VOLUNTEERING
DJ ADRIAN BUTLER

J.W. MIXOLOGY

KIDS MOVIE BEER TASTING LATE NIGHT SNACKSBAG DECORATING

YOGA MASSAGE

Changing the world can be fun. Join us!

2.21.2020 24 HOUR EVENT  |  #24FORKFB
DAY OF GIVING
Join us for 24 hours of giving and fun as we work to 
raise $24,000 in one day, so our kids can have good 
healthy food. See inside for more details.

Kids’ Food Basket
1300 Plymouth Avenue NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49505

December 2019:
“Hope Academy of West 
Michigan started receiving  
Sack Suppers from Kids’ Food 
Basket towards the beginning 
of the school year. I saw the 
struggle my students would 
go through leaving school. 
Since we started receiving Sack 
Suppers, students go home 
excited and not dreading the 
lack of food they have at home. 
These meals allow each of our 
students something to eat for 
dinner each night.”

Sincerely,

Audrey Smith, 5th Grade Teacher  
Hope Academy of West Michigan


