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IMPACT REPORT

 Look at what YOU did, West Michigan!  

7,000
CHILDREN NOURISHED

EVERY WEEKDAY

63,962 
HOURS GIVEN BY

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS
WITH TOTAL VALUE OF:

$1,476,280.85
*Value of volunteer hour is $22.55, 

Independent Sector.

OF HEALTHY WISH LIST ITEMS 
DONATED BY OUR COMMUNITY

FOR SACK SUPPERS

NUTRITIOUS, READY-
TO-EAT SACK SUPPERS 

SERVED IN WEST MICHIGAN

STUDENTS FROM THE 
COMMUNITIES IN WHICH WE 
SERVE VOLUNTEERED WITH 

KIDS’ FOOD BASKET
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olunteer time exceeded Payroll by 25%



There are unlimited ways to make an impact on childhood 
hunger in West Michigan. Kids’ Food Basket, with the help 
of community partners, works to find solutions to feed kids 
when school is out of session. Summer is often a time of 
stress and anxiety for many of the children we serve, who rely 
on school meals.

For the second year, we have been proud to be a promotional 
partner with No Kid Hungry’s Meet Up and Eat Up, a summer 
program serving nutritious lunches to children under the age 
of 18 in food insecure communities. When paired with our 
Sack Supper, together we were able to ensure that every West 
Michigan child has the opportunity to receive the nutrition 
they need to live a stress-free, fun summer. 

Featuring a new design by Elijah, a first 
grade Sack Supper recipient, this year’s 
Holiday Cards make a great gift for friends, 
colleagues, clients, and family!  Every 
card that you give will provide balanced, 
nutritious evening meals to a child in West 
Michigan.  Consider celebrating the spirit 
of giving by providing Sack Suppers to our 
community’s children.  It is a generous gift 
that is appreciated by all!  

Visit kidsfoodbasket.org/HolidayCards to 
find all three designs and much more! 

Community
Partner Shout Out!

Help a cHild learn and live well!

Join the Sack Supper Club
Lunch will not be the last meal of the day for a child affected by 
hunger when you join the Sack Supper Club! You can sponsor a 
local child for $1 each weekday. Twenty dollars a month will give a 
child access to a nutritious Sack Supper for an entire year!  

Each Sack Supper contains Brain Food, healthy food from the five 
food groups which helps kids concentrate and stay on track in 
school. These well-balanced meals teach Healthy Habits, instilling 
smart food choices to support good health lifelong. Each Sack 
Supper is made with A Touch of Love by people like YOU whose 
involvement and dedication help kids thrive.

Join the Sack Supper Club in August or September, and your year-
long commitment of $240 will be matched by a generous donor. 
Visit kidsfoodbasket.org/SackSupperClub for more information on 
how you can nourish kids in the year ahead. 

Thank you for giving me Sack 
Suppers. I really like the sandwich, 
it is soft and sticky. The juice box, it 
is tasty and juicy.  The food you give 
me makes me be happy and healthy! 
-Jessica 

Equity. We hear this word all the 
time: what does it really mean? 

At Kids’ Food Basket, we define 
equity as meaning that every child 

receives what they need to develop to his 
or her full potential. Research and first-hand accounts 
from school administrators tell us that children cannot 
learn and focus if they are not eating nutritious food on 
a consistent basis.

The Kids’ Food Basket Kids Helping Kids program 
brings an added layer of development by helping 
students realize their potential through volunteerism 
and civic engagement. 

All children, those affected by hunger and those who 
are not, have the power to serve and be civically 
engaged student leaders in their community. This is 
equity to us. More than a vehicle for peer-to-peer 
giving, Kids Helping Kids delivers curriculum that 
raises awareness of injustices such as food insecurity 
and equips students with the tools and knowledge to 
make change happen. Students begin to think critically 
about the root causes of hunger and responses to food 
insecurity at the national and local levels. 

All students grow their leadership, critical thinking, and 
team-building skills, in addition to increasing their civic 
knowledge in a fun and safe environment. Together, we 
are helping to level the playing field by building leaders 
of tomorrow from all backgrounds.

Read more about our journey towards creating 
equity and how you can join the attack in our blog: 
kidsfoodbasket.org/Equity.

Empowering Youth

neW and Un iqUe
Holiday Gift Cards
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This summer we are honored to launch our new strategic 
plan and accompanying tagline, which truly represents the 
work we do every day, as well as our long-term vision for KFB: 
“Empowering Communities to Attack Childhood Hunger.” 

Since launching the satellite location in Holland this past 
spring, we’ve seen the Holland community do incredible 
things: chiefly, providing hundreds of kids at two schools with 
the nutrition they need to learn and live well every week day. 
Just like in Grand Rapids and Muskegon, our Holland location 
is fully funded, supported, and driven by the love and passion 
of a can-do community. 

At Kids’ Food Basket, we don’t see ourselves as the chief 
heroes in attacking or ending childhood hunger. That’s YOU. 
We are the chief HOSTS in addressing childhood hunger. Our 
goal is to host and empower the community to ensure that 
every child has access to good nutrition in order for proper 
brain development. We are honored to host you – and to call 
Grand Rapids, Muskegon, and Holland home. 

Feeding over 7,000 kids is not an easy feat, but together, 
we’ve made it fun and achievable. Providing kids with the 
nutrition they need to thrive isn’t a handout – Sack Suppers 
are a powerful tool for creating change in communities. By 
attacking childhood hunger, we collectively say that we will 
not accept hungry children in our community, and by the 
simple but critical acts of feeding and empowering kids, we 
ensure that our next generation of future leaders is equipped 
to take on the world and continue our legacy of a vibrant 
West Michigan.

To me, the most important and incredible thing about Kids’ 
Food Basket is how fully our communities have committed to 
the attack on childhood hunger. We are truly a group effort-
every day. The numbers speak for themselves and together 
we have achieved so much. While our staff and board can 
dream and plan, YOU – the community members – are the 
ones who come together to pack Sack Suppers, conduct Wish 
List drives, and volunteer hundreds of thousands of hours of 

your time to ensure that every child in our community has the 
nutrition they need to succeed in school and in life! 

I’d like to thank two key community members who, 
collectively, have volunteered thousands of hours of their 
time over the past seven years to the attack on childhood 
hunger. Jay Ertl and Cindi Welton both recently reached 
their term limits on our board, and though they will be 
deeply missed, their impact and legacy will live on every 
day at Kids’ Food Basket. Jay Ertl joined our Board in 2008 
and it was quickly apparent that the blending of his leadership 
skills and passion for the mission would make a tremendous 
and lasting impact -- both on me as a leader and on our Board 
of Directors. During his time as Board President, Kids’ Food 
Basket has seen an  over 50% programmatic growth in the 
amount of Sack Suppers produced each week night, which 
has significantly impacted the organization’s outreach and 
ability to fulfill its mission. 

Cindi Welton joined us in 2006 as a volunteer and then in 
2008 as a board member. She became Board Secretary in 
2011 and Board Vice-President in 2013. Cindi has served on 
the Kids’ Food Basket Expansion Task Force, as Chairperson 
of the Governance Committee, and still serves on the  Fund 
Development Committee, the Holland Advisory Council, 
and as a Volunteer Facilitator. Cindi has been one of my best 
role models and is a truly loyal and dedicated community 
advocate. I am, and Kids’ Food Basket is, forever changed and 
grateful for Jay and Cindi. Thank you both from the bottom of 
my heart. 

We are constantly humbled and inspired by the amazing 
things you do to strengthen our communities and attack 
childhood hunger in West Michigan. We could not do this 
important and critical work without you.

Peace,

Em p owe r i n g  Co m m u n i t i e s 

t o  At t a c k  C h i l d h o o d  H u n g e r

Every day, our staff and board at Kids’ Food Basket get to witness passionate 
communities coming together to create lasting systemic change in West Michigan. 



Kids’ Food Basket 
2055 Oak Industrial Drive NE, Suite C
Grand Rapids, MI 49505

Together, we exceeded last night year’s goal by collecting 
50,400 decorated bags! This year, we are asking you to help 
reach a new goal of70,000 decorated bags, enough for 10 
days of service, to ensure that every Sack Supper contains a 
touch of love! From a positive message to a simple picture, we 
hope the complimentary bag provided inside this newsletter 
inspires you. 

Make sure to deliver your decorated bags by September 25, 
by mail or drop-off at any of our three Kids’ Food Basket 
locations! 

Every decorated bag is a gift. One of our partner teachers told 
us a story about a young boy in her classroom. While making 
a home visit, she noticed empty Sack Supper bags taped to 
the wall above his mattress. When she asked him why he had 
saved them, he told her

“Because they are mine!”

We challenge YOU to help 
meet the goal of decorating

Sack Suppers bags!

B ROW N  BAG  D ECO R AT I N G  DAY 
Fr i d ay ,  S e pt e m b e r  2 5

7 0 , 0 0 0

Decorate bag inside!

Help us spread the word on social media using #KFBBrownBag


