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We believe that service learning enriches  a student’s learning experience by 
teaching them civic responsibility, which strengthens the community. Students in 
East Grand Rapids School District have proven that no matter your age, you can 
become a leader and advocate for change by tackling pressing community issues. 
This group of students has raised over $50,000 this past year in financial support, 
food donations and volunteer time to ensure that kids have the food they need to 
stay smart and healthy.

Fifth Third River Bank Run 

Make your participation count by choosing 
to run or walk for Kids’ Food Basket this 
year in the 37th Annual Fifth Third River 
Bank Run!  Run as an individual or get your 
business involved!  By participating as a 
corporate or community running group, you 
can build interest to keep runners active and 
enthused about giving to a worthy cause. 
Take advantage of the exclusive benefits 
and make an impact. For more information 
contact meiissa@kidsfoodbasket.org

Community
Partner Shout Out!

“MY FAMILY HAS 
BEEN COMING FOR 
MY WHOLE LIFE.” 
I love that you can interact with people and 
tell people about it [Kids’ Food Basket]. 
I’m on Junior Ambassadors, so I can go to 
events and tell people about Kids’ Food 
Basket. I can’t drive or go to things for kids 
18 and older, but I can inform people. It 
feels really cool to help others. 

– Danielle, Volunteer and Kids Helping Kids 
Junior Ambassador
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What can you do to help? There are unlimited ways to spread 
awareness about childhood hunger. Here are a few that are fun and 
super easy to do:

Spread the word!  Promote Go Orange Day via social media, and 
share how others can get involved. Help us shine a light on West 
Michigan, by using the hashtags below on social media all week!     

    #ShineALight     #KFBGoOrange

Attend Feast for Kids. Join us on Tuesday, March 25, for the 12th 
Annual Feast for Kids, hosted by the American Culinary Federation 
Greater Grand Rapids Chefs Association. More information can be 
found at www.KidsFoodBasket.org/FeastforKids2014

Dine out! On Wednesday, March 26th, make an impact with dozens 
of West Michigan restaurants by dining out with participating 
restaurant partners. 

Let your voice be heard! Share your experiences and ideas to inspire 
and motivate others to join the attack on childhood hunger in our Go 
Orange Video Contest. Submit your videos by Friday, March 21 for a 
chance to be declared the winner!
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Go Orange Day!
Orange is the national color of hunger awareness.  Help Kids’ Food Basket raise 

awareness for the 1 in 4 kids in West Michigan that face hunger by participating
 in activities leading up to Go Orange Day on Friday, March 28, 2014!

Girl Scouts’ mission is to build girls of 
courage, confidence, and character 
who make the world a better place and 
we think that is pretty cool!  Kids’ Food 
Basket has teamed up with Girl Scouts 
of Michigan Shore to Shore (GSMSTS) 
to create a badge designed to reflect a 
“menu of service.” 

“We want to teach the girls about 
diversity and inclusion through trail mix. 
We want to show girls that everyone 
plays a part, every ingredient.” Mary C. 
Hartfield, Director of Community and 

Corporate Collaborations for GSMSTS 
explained.  The Trail Mix Project is one 
of five projects that girls will need to 
complete to earn their Kids’ Food Basket 
badge. 

Catrina Harvey, Kids Helping Kids 
Program Coordinator, shares: “Through 
the Urban Initiative of GSMSTS, as well 
as their 28 county reach, we are excited 
to share our mission to many new young 
women ready to strengthen the fabric of 
our community.”

Kids’ Food Basket Partners 
with Girl Scouts

For information including social media tools, a list of restaraunt partners and video contest resources, visit www.KidsFoodBasket.org/GoOrange

“Just because someone has a disability doesn’t mean they can’t volunteer here. I hope the 
kids we serve know that I made their Sack Supper for them. If I pack a Sack Supper for one 
kid, at least I know they got what I packed.“ 
– Lisa, Weekly Volunteer

“Kids’ Food Basket is bridging gaps for kids by eliminating the hunger part of poverty. 
Every day for five days, parents aren’t worried where dinner is coming from. They can 
then take that money that they would’ve used to scrape together a meal for something 
else…like buying boots for their kid. Everything is connected. When you see kids walking 
home with those bags, as a Probation Officer, I just love that. I love knowing that they are 
getting fed.” 
– Huemartin, Volunteer and Census Control Probation Officer with the Juvenile Detention 
Center in Kent County

“We have a responsibility to our kids beyond the curriculum. Learning has to be fun and 
meaningful, because that’s the stuff they’re going to remember. I think teaching them to 
be well-rounded citizens is so important. Teaching them that it’s our job and responsibility 
to give back and help others in our community makes them better adults. “ 
– Elice, Volunteer and Rockford Public Schools Kindergarten Teacher

“I am 100% sure that if kids go hungry, that has a great impact on their learning abilities. 
When half the future generation isn’t graduating, it definitely impacts the economic 
engine. By having nutritious food, they can focus on learning, hence going to college, 
hence contributing to the workforce, hence contributing to the economic sustainability 
of the neighborhoods. It’s part of a holistic approach to revitalizing neighborhoods. We 
are transforming neighborhoods.” 
– Jorge, Volunteer and Director of Economic Development with LINC
 

“I’m always most excited about hearing stories of kids, like the young man I met from 
Union High School, who was one of the first kids receiving Sack Suppers ten years ago, 
and is now helping support KFB by volunteering. That kind of story makes you realize that 
if he hadn’t gotten Sack Suppers, maybe his life wouldn’t have turned out the way it has. 
That’s what is so cool about running for KFB in the Fifth Third River Bank Run. I get to 
generate huge awareness about childhood hunger. The more people that know, the more 
people that get involved.” 
– Dan, Volunteer, Donor and Fifth Third River Bank Run Road Warrior

visit www.KidsFoodBasket.org/community/blog to read more about our supporters. 

We’re excited to introduce 
Kids’ Food Basket new 
logo!

The Kids’ Food Basket 
team has been honored 
to be in partnership 
with Williams Group. In 
celebration of their unique 
model of giving back to 
the community, Williams 
Group has committed to 
donating $100,000 of 
pro bono work over three 
years. 

Since May 2013, the 
Williams Group team, in 
partnership with Kids’ Food 
Basket,  has been hard 
at work to translate the 
culture of our organization 
into a new messaging 
platform and visual style. 

For many, the Kids’ Food 
Basket logo captures a 
unique feeling! And with 
the help of the Williams 
Group team, we were 
able to ensure that we 
developed something 
that you, our donors, 
volunteers, and community 
still feel connected to.

We hope you’ll wear or 
display our new logo with 
pride!

Logo

THE REAL FACES OF 

KIDS’ FOOD BASKET 

After receiving positive feedback directly from the kids 
themselves about their favorite Sack Supper treat, we are 
excited to announce we will be serving yogurt more frequently. 
As a good source of calcium, protein and B-vitamins, yogurt can 
help boost immunity while helping our kids learn and be well.

More 
Yogurt!



Kids’ Food Basket 
2055 Oak Industrial Drive NE, Suite C
Grand Rapids, MI 49505

NOTO’S OLD WORLD ITALIAN DINING
MARCH 25, 5:30 P.M.

Inspire your taste buds at this year’s Feast for Kids, hosted 
by the American Culinary Federation Greater Grand Rapids 
Chefs Association. Don’t miss the opportunity to exercise 
your culinary palate, celebrate the flavors of Grand Rapids 
and make an impact!

INDIVIDUAL TICKETS $75         TABLE  SPONSORSHIP $750 

For more information, please call 616.235.4532 
or email ashley@kidsfoodbasket.org.

Tickets available for purchase at 
www.kidsfoodbasket.org/FeastforKids2014



We know that it’s essential 
to continually deepen the 
perspectives shaping our work and 
to strengthen our ties throughout 
the community. We need all 
communities to walk with us in 
the attack on childhood hunger 
in order to see lasting change. 
Our Board of Directors, staff, and 
volunteers in leadership roles 
are committed to a variety of 
initiatives to ensure that we are 
continually working to be a more 
diverse and inclusive organization 
at every level. 

Randy Osmun, Kids’ Food Basket 
Board Member and Diversity 
Committee Chair, explains why 
this work is important:

KFB serves a very diverse group 
of vulnerable children. As a result, 
we feel that it is our responsibility 
to partner with all communities 
to better understand their unique 
needs and the challenges they face. 
We all have the same goals: healthy, 
happy children that are ready to 
learn and grow to their full potential. 

We recognize that not every child 
or family that we serve experiences 
hunger in the same way. Our goal 
is to approach this process with 
humility and genuine curiosity. 

More and more research continues 
to emerge proving that children 
who do not have enough to eat 
wind up with a diminished capacity 
to understand and learn. Children 
don’t have to be starving for this to 
happen. Even mild under-nutrition 
(the kind most common in our 
country) can do it. Bottom line: 
teachers can’t teach and kids can’t 
learn when kids are hungry. 

While poverty is complex, 
feeding a child is not. Part of the 
effectiveness and the efficiency 
of the Kids’ Food Basket model is 
that we have created an engine 
for volunteerism and community 
engagement. An engine that 
welcomes and includes all 
community members to be a part 
of changing the world!

We  empower youth as part of 

the attack.  One of the most 
powerful voices in the attack on 
childhood hunger is that of the 
kids themselves. By engaging kids 
directly in the work, we empower 
them to make change.  One of 
those children is Jesse, a fourth-
grader at one of our GRPS 
elementary schools.  We met 
Jesse when she and her mom and 
younger brother were volunteering 
for Kids’ Food Basket. Jesse’s mom 
is a single mother and is unable 
to work because of a chronic and 
debilitating illness. She struggles 
daily to meet her children’s 
needs, but feels a strong sense 
of community pride and wants to 
give back through volunteering. 
She says,  whi le  f ight ing 
tears,  “Sometimes you don’t have 
bread at home. Sometimes there 
just isn’t anything. And you have 
to tell your kids, ‘we just don’t have 
food to eat.’ “ 
 
On the  day that Jesse and her 
mom came to volunteer, they were 
packing Sack Suppers and making 
sandwiches. Jesse beamed with 

pride when she shared with us that 
she “helped make dinner for 300 
other kids!”  She said volunteering 
to help she and her friends get 
nutritious food felt like “the 
best day ever!” Jesse  represents 
empowerment.  She is part of the 
solution.

The work we are doing is changing 
the world. We are helping to 
end the cycle of poverty in our 
community by providing kids with 
the nutrition they need to learn 
and live well, in school and in life. 
Thank you for serving with me. 
Together, we are great! 

Peace, 

P.S. Every day is a new opportunity 
to continue to work together to be a 
better, stronger organization for the 
children we serve and for the West 
Michigan community. If you are 
interested in learning more about 
what Kids’ Food Basket is doing in 
the areas of diversity and inclusion, 
email sarasd@kidsfoodbasket.org

“Everybody can 
be great. Because 
everybody can serve.” 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

When children are hungry, 
the injustice belongs to

all of us... as does the work 
to silence the pain that 

hunger brings.

One of our continued priorities at Kids’ Food Basket is a commitment to diversity and inclusion and ensuring that our 
movement reflects community members of all backgrounds.

KUDOS
FROM
BRIDGET


