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MISSION STATEMENT:
We exist to ensure that children in our community don’t go to bed hungry.

Childhood hunger hurts. It denies dignity, lessens human energy, erodes community stability, and impairs 
the potential of children to achieve. To break this cycle of hunger, Kids’ Food Basket of greater 
Grand Rapids is committed to providing healthy, tasty, effi cient, and cost effective Sack 
Suppers to children who are nutritionally at-risk.

As a community based volunteer organization, our volunteers, ages 5 to 95, come from all walks of life to give 
their time, talent and treasure to end hunger amongst our children. We seek to provide life sustaining meals to 
those in need and to silence the pain that hunger brings.
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KFB: 10 years 
of Attacking 
Childhood Hunger
It’s hard to believe this year marks Kids’ Food Basket’s 
10-year anniversary. In the 2001-2002 school year, 
KFB started serving 125 students at three Grand 
Rapids Public elementary schools. We are now 
serving over 4,800 students at 35 sites throughout 
greater Grand Rapids. KFB started with a handful of 
volunteers and today we coordinate over 170 volunteers 
each weekday, approximately 10,000 in a year! It’s 
because of each and every one of YOU that KFB is able 
to feed over 4,800 children each weekday! It’s because 
of your support that children in our community are not 
eating lunch as their last meal of the day. 

Where will the next 10 years take us? The sky is the 
limit, but we are looking at providing more Sack 
Suppers to children in West Michigan and beyond. 

Kids’ Food Basket is launching 
the next decade of attacking 

childhood hunger with our 10th 
anniversary celebration, a 
family gala, later this summer. 
Exciting details to be shared 
soon. If you are interested in 
becoming a sponsor call KFB 

at 616-235-4532.

Join us for Feast for Kids 
annual dinner on 
May 23, 2012!



In fall 2011, Ridgeview Elementary 
School in Sparta chose Kids’ Food 
Basket for their community service 
project.  These students created and 
implemented two very successful and 
meaningful projects.  In October, 
all nine 2nd grade classes collected 
the ingredients for trail mix such as 
Cheerios, pretzels, raisins, Goldfi sh, and 
peanuts.  Not only did they collect these 
food items, they then made the trail 
mix.  They ended up packaging more 
than 60 pounds of trail mix.  This was 
amazing!

The students did not stop.  In November, 
there was a school-wide Empty Bowl 

event where parents purchased bowls that their children painted in art class.  The event 
raised $1,173 and all of the proceeds were donated to KFB.  We appreciate Ridgeview 
Elementary’s powerful attack on childhood hunger in greater Grand Rapids.
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Ridgeview Students Make a Difference Get Involved 
with KHK
Still looking for a service project for your 
youth group or classroom?  Kids’ Food 
Basket’s Kids Helping Kids program 
still has plenty of ideas for the second 
part of the school year to help us “Attack 
Childhood Hunger” in greater Grand 
Rapids.  There’s still time to do a breakfast 
bundle collection/repacking session, 
popcorn projects with the movie theaters, 
or a collection for the Wish List, which 
you can fi nd at www.kidsfoodbasket.
org/wish-list.  This is also a great time to 
initiate a fundraiser for our annual Hunger 
Takes Flight celebration in May to raise 
awareness of the severity of childhood 
hunger in our area.  For more information, 
or to organize a project, please contact 
catrina@kidsfoodbasket.org.

Kids Helping Kids Corner

KFB’s Executive Director, Bridget Clark Whitney, Named One of 
Fifty Most Infl uential Women in West Michigan
Bridget Clark Whitney, executive director of Kids’ Food Basket, was selected as one of fi fty Most Infl uential Women in West Michigan by 
the Grand Rapids Business Journal.  She and the other nominees were recognized at a luncheon on Wednesday, March 7 at the Amway 
Grand Plaza Hotel.  

During Bridget’s tenure with Kids’ Food Basket she has transformed the organization into the leading childhood hunger relief organization 
in Michigan.  Kids’ Food Basket is thrilled that Bridget was selected for being a leader in the community who has implemented innovative 
ideas in attacking childhood hunger.  She truly is a champion for children.  

Bridget, congratulations on your award and for ensuring that lunch is not the last meal of the day!

WINNING A TOYOTA TRUCK     Mid-life Crisis Concert
         ARTPRIZE PIECE     3 new staff     
                                      GRANDWICH BENEFICIARY
Highlighted by Michigan Nonprofi t Association
        Finalist for GR Chamber of Commerce EPIC award 

for Nonprofi t of the Year
Won the WOOD TV8 Connecting with Community Award
           May 2010-May 2011 an increase in service by 45%
 125 volunteers per day to 170 volunteers per day
           Became a 7 day/week volunteer operation
                         KFB named “Outstanding Community 

Partner” by LEAGUE Michigan
        KFB FEATURED IN THE CHRONICLE OF 

PHILANTHROPY
                         KFB had 4 staff members who were fi nalists 

for the YNPN Awards
Mary K was a fi nalist for the George Romney Lifetime 
Achievement Award
            NATIONAL SACK SUPPER DAY BROUGHT 

IN 22,000 DECORATED BAGS!

Various 2011 Achievements
Kids’ Food Basket accomplished many great things in 2011.  Below 
is a list of highlights.



The work we do at Kids’ Food Basket is extraordinarily 
meaningful and we are truly grateful for the chance 
to make a difference in the lives of local children, 
each and every day. Every time a child gets an evening 
meal, we hear and see gratitude. Sometimes it’s as if 
they are inspecting the bag to look for decorations, 
and sometimes it’s digging for the ever-popular cherry 
tomatoes. But their gratitude is so pure, so honest, so 
invigorating. They teach an important lesson—to express 
it, feel it, and make it genuine.  

Each day I express my gratitude to all that make Kids’ 
Food Basket a success in our community. I’m grateful to 

my Board for the confidence they have in my abilities to lead this tremendous 
effort, and I’m grateful to my staff for the dedication and energy they put into 
the mission. My gratitude for our donors and volunteers runs more deep than 
anything I could possibly describe with words, as they provide the love and 
resources to allow us the opportunity to feed over 4,800 kids in the greater 
Grand Rapids area each and every school day.  From the bottom of my heart, 
thank YOU so much for all that you do to help make a difference in the lives of 
the children in our community.

With warm regards, 

Bridget Clark Whitney, 
Executive Director

Kudos From Bridget  
Bridget Clark Whitney, Kids’ Food Basket Executive Director
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National Company’s Local Plant Committed to Attack on 
Childhood Hunger 

The KFB Sack Supper contains five items: a sandwich, 100% 
fruit juice box/or dairy item, fruit, vegetable and last, but not 
least, a healthy snack.  The healthy snack is always a hit with 
the kids, and very often comes in the form of a granola bar, 
cereal bar or trail mix.  This snack item is often donated 
from a local source like ConAgra Foods, which produces 
these items at their local Grand Rapids plant.

Since the acquisition of Elan Nutrition in 2010, the Grand Rapids 
based plant has grown from 275 employees to nearly 600.  ConAgra 
originally partnered with KFB as Elan Nutrition in 2006, and they are 
happy to continue this local partnership while also leading the effort 
as a national sponsor of the End Childhood Hunger campaign (www.
childhungerendshere.com). They are truly committed to building a 
community of people who are passionate about ending child hunger.

ConAgra employees at the Grand Rapids plant have participated in a 
number of fun and creative fundraising events for KFB including Juice 
Box drives, Supplier KFB Awareness Night, Trail Mix “mixers,” bake sales, 
$5 KFB jeans days, crockpot lunches, ice cream socials and breakfast 
buffets.  Between individual donations and company donations of food 
and monetary support, they have contributed nearly $100,000 to KFB 
since 2006. Additionally, they volunteer on-site monthly.  Liz Margosian, ConAgra Regulatory Affairs Specialist, stated “there is great 
satisfaction in knowing that the sandwich you make and the Sack Supper you pack is going to make a positive impact on a child tomorrow.  
I’m very proud of our commitment to KFB.”

Kids’ Food Basket is incredibly grateful for ConAgra’s continued commitment to attacking childhood hunger in Grand Rapids and beyond.  

Liz Margosian, Ruth Risner, and Lynn Calkins from ConAgra present 
a check for $20,000 to Bridget Clark Whitney, executive director at 
Kids’ Food Basket.

Has your child held a food drive, a fund 
drive, or volunteered at Kids’ Food Basket? 
Join us as we celebrate Kids Helping 
Kids on Saturday, April 14 from 6 p.m. 
– 8 p.m. at the Grand Rapids Children’s 
Museum. This will be an evening where 
you can enjoy all the museum exhibits, 
snacks, games, and more.  Space is 
limited so you need to RSVP to Kyle, 
kyle@kidsfoodbasket.org by March 31. 
RSVP is required to attend this event 
and kids 18 years and younger, must be 
accompanied by an adult.
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The 35 sites we serve 
and the number of 
Sack Suppers
GRAND RAPIDS  
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Buchanan – 50
Burton – 300
Campau Park – 270
Campus Homework House (Campus 
   school students) – 25
Cesar Chavez – 436
Coit – 36
Congress Reading Program – 22
Dickinson – 75
Divine Grace Church (Martin L. King Jr. 
   students) – 15
Harrison Park – 100
Huron Potawatomi Head Start – 36
KEC Oakleigh – 17
Ken-O-Sha – 37
Martin Luther King Jr. Leadership 
   Academy – 125
Messiah Baptist Church (Martin L. King 
   Jr. students) – 28
Mulick Park – 90
Native American Studies – 30
Palmer – 70
Schools of Hope (Congress students) – 25 
Sibley – 402
Southwest Community Campus – 100

GODWIN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
North Godwin – 310
West Godwin – 450

KELLOGGSVILLE  
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
East Kelloggsville – 243
Southeast Kelloggsville – 153 
The Dock – 65
West Kelloggsville – 142

KENTWOOD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Townline – 80

WYOMING PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Parkview - 189

GODFREY LEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Godfrey Lee – 210
Godfrey Lee Early Childhood Center – 363

CHARTER SCHOOLS/ 
PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Ridge Park – 65
San Juan Diego – 128
Schools of Hope (William C. Abney 
   Academy students) – 25
William C. Abney Charter Academy – 125

We serve over 4,800 Sack 
Suppers each weekday.

You Won Us a Toyota Tundra!
On November 4, 
Kids’ Food Basket 
received a new 
Toyota Tundra as 
a result of winning 
Toyota’s national 
“100 Cars for Good” 
contest in August.  
We picked up the 
Tundra at Kool 
Toyota and have been 
enjoying it ever since.  
Thank you to all 
the individuals 
who voted and 
helped us win the 
truck, and the 
Kool Toyota team 
for filling it with 
Wish List items! 

Volunteer Off-site and Help KFB  
There are many individuals, service organizations, and community groups that host 
events to raise awareness about childhood hunger and raise money for KFB. These 
events are crucial to our success and occasionally require the help of volunteers. 
We know that people love coming to KFB and volunteering, but you can also attack 
childhood hunger by volunteering off-site. Volunteer opportunities off-site range from 
pouring water into cups at a 5K race to greeting guests at a dance. You can learn more 
at http://www.kidsfoodbasket.org/immediate.

The Millennium Triathlon organizers stopped 
by KFB to drop off a check for $12,000! This 
was an off-site event where volunteers gave their 
time and KFB received a monetary gift. Thank 
you to the Millennium Triathlon organizers and 
the volunteers who made the event a success. 

Mark your calendars: This year the 
Millennium Triathlon is on Saturday, August 
11. You can find out more at http://www.
millenniumtriathlon.com/blog/.

In Loving Memory… 
Remembering our Volunteers and Donors
Kids’ Food Basket has been and always will be 
grateful to our wonderful volunteers and donors 
who have positively influenced KFB.  Sadly, over 
the years, some of our friends have passed away 
and we wanted to remember their generosity 
in a special way.  In order to acknowledge the 
contributions of these individuals, whether 
financial or with time, we worked with a team 
from Kendall College of Art and Design of Ferris 
State University.  Thanks to the generosity of 
Professors Patricia Constantine, Tara McCrackin and Donna St. John, and a team of 
talented students, a beautiful mural came to fruition.  

The next time you visit KFB, please take time to view this memorial for those no longer with 
us.  Please bear in mind that it is a work in progress and we will be adding names annually.

A huge thank you to Kendall College of Art and Design of Ferris State University, the professors, 
and students for creating this amazing, one-of-a-kind mural to remember our supporters. 
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KFB Updates

Of Kids’ Food Basket’s $2.8 
million budget, more than 
$770,000 comes in the form of 
in-kind food. Food donations 
make up almost a third of 
what the KFB community 
raises to support our work. 
They come from youth in the 
Kids Helping Kids program, 
food vendors, businesses 
and YOU! In the month of 
February we are pleased to announce that more than 30,000 
pounds of food from the KFB Wish List arrived at our facility in 
part due to the February Food Month Challenge. The winning day 
brought in 1,747 pounds and resulted in a match of $1,747 from an 
anonymous donor! 

One of our frequently asked questions is: Why are gifts of in-kind 
food so important? The total cost of a Sack Supper is kept low by 
purchasing food through our local food bank (Feeding America 
West Michigan), leveraging relationships with food providers, and 
by food drives. Donated food makes up 20% of the items seen in a 
Sack Supper! People give in many ways at KFB: time, food, dollars. 
No matter your means to give, we appreciate your GIFT!

February Food Month

In January, we were able to take Parkview Elementary School 
in Wyoming off of the waiting list! We are now serving Sack 
Suppers to over 4,800 students.  We are thrilled to be providing 
dinners to another school.  

Sack Supper Program

Volunteer Services

Remember that summer is right around the corner 
and we will be in need of drivers starting in June to 
deliver Sack Suppers to parks. Please contact Austin, 
austin@kidsfoodbasket.org, for more details on how 
you can help attack childhood hunger in the summer!

Thank you to everyone that shared their thoughts in the New Year, New Ideas volunteer survey campaign. We had a fantastic reply rate! KFB 
will use this information to improve various areas of our operation over the next school year. One of the most impressive replies came from the 
question involving additional volunteer skills. We are using this information to build a “skilled volunteer database” akin to our own magic bag 
of tricks to assist KFB in areas from administrative tasks to van repairs. If you have a special skill that you think might be beneficial to KFB 
either now or in the future, please email adrienne@kidsfoodbasket.org with the details. Likewise, if you weren’t able to take the survey before 
it closed and have ideas to improve KFB from an operational and/or volunteer standpoint, please let Adrienne, adrienne@kidsfoodbasket.org, 
know. Thank you for your support and enthusiasm as we grow! We couldn’t do this without you!

Students making trail mix.

Thank you to the anonymous corporation and 
donors that secured and installed a generator for 
us.  The generator is working and we no longer 
have to worry about losing food due to power 
outages.  Thank you!

We are so appreciative to Alpine 
Bread Outlet who weekly 

donates bagels and English 
muffins to us. These make 
great additions to the 
Friday Sacks.  Thank you 

so much for attacking childhood hunger.  

If you have availability on the weekend and are 
looking to attack childhood hunger, we are looking 
for two people to pick up food items on Saturday and 
Sunday.  Please contact Jane, jane@kidsfoodbasket.
org, to learn more about this opportunity.
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GO GREEN!
Save paper and valuable 
resources. Sign up to receive 
our newsletter online instead 
of by post.

To make the switch, email 
christine@kidsfoodbasket.org.

Your Feast for Kids 
invite is enclosed! 


