
MISSION STATEMENT:
We exist to ensure that children in our community don’t go to bed hungry.

Childhood hunger hurts. It denies dignity, lessens human energy, erodes community stability and impairs the 
potential of children to achieve. To break this cycle of hunger, Kids’ Food Basket of Grand Rapids is 
committed to providing healthy, tasty, effi cient and cost effective sack suppers to children who 
are nutritionally at-risk.

As a community based volunteer organization, our volunteers, ages 5 to 95, come from all walks of life to give their 
time, talent and treasure to end hunger amongst our children. We seek to provide life sustaining meals to those in need 
and to silence the pain that hunger brings.
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The Attack On Childhood Hunger Has a New Home
September 20th was an exciting day at 
Kids’ Food Basket — the fi rst day sack 
suppers were packed and delivered to 
schools from 2055 Oak Industrial Drive!
The new building is over twice the size 
of our old space; we now have 9,500 
square feet, with more than three times 
the operations space. More space means 
more volunteers to make nutritious 
sandwiches, pack dinners, store food, and 
accommodate even more child volunteers 
helping their peers in our Kids Helping 
Kids program. So far, just a little over a 
month after moving in, we’ve added almost 700 more sack suppers 
each weekday and the number of daily volunteers has increased to 
about 120!

Hopefully you’ve been able to stop in and 
check it out in person. 

About 800 people joined the attack on 
childhood hunger at an open house in our 
new space on October 16th. Supporters 
contributed more than 1,000 pounds of 
in-kind donations (with 972 pounds of 
that being 100% fruit juice boxes), almost 
100 people signed up to get involved and 
more than $2,300 was raised. Talk about 
a community effort!

Without the support of each of you we wouldn’t be where 
we are today. Thank you for helping us grow! 

Welcome to Kids’ Food Basket’s new home The ribbon cutting ceremony at our new space
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Drew Nelson Concert to 
Benefi t Mary K. Hoodhood 
Endowment Fund

Mary K. 
Endowment Fund

Mary K. 

Join us on Sunday, November 21 at KFB! 
Check out KFB’s new space and enjoy each other’s 
company and appetizers from 5-6 p.m. Show starts 
at 7 p.m. Tickets are $25 each; only 100 tickets 
available. Order by calling (616) 235-4532 or 
emailing kidsfoodbasket@kidsfoodbasket.org

Kids’ Food Basket Receives Outstanding Volunteer Program 
of the Year from Governor Jennifer Granholm and the 
Michigan Community Service Commission 

Summer Ice Cream Socials 
at Recipient Schools

Last summer KFB fed 1,900 kids at 29 sites in 
the greater Grand Rapids area. In addition to 
their sack suppers each weekday, we always try 
to provide a special treat to the kids. Thanks to 
Hudsonville Ice Cream we had a delicious ice 
cream sundae party with fl avors such as cake 
batter, vanilla and black cherry at each of our 
summer sites! KFB volunteers, staff and board/
committee members all came out to help scoop 
ice cream and add sprinkles. 

The Outstanding Volunteer Program 
of the Year award acknowledges the 
impact an organization or club makes 
in community life. Kids’ Food Basket 
strives to ensure children in the 
community don’t go to bed hungry. We 
provide healthy, tasty, effi cient, and 
cost-effective sack suppers to children 
who are nutritionally at risk, fi ve days a 
week. More than 3,000 volunteers help 
Kids’ Food Basket achieve its mission, 
assembling evening meals, creating 
recognition projects for donors, picking 
up food, making sandwiches, performing 
administrative duties, packaging trail 
mix, delivering sack suppers, and much more! In 2009 alone, 
volunteers contributed more than 23,000 hours of service to Kids’ 
Food Basket, which allowed the organization to fi nish out the school 
year feeding nearly 2,600 kids. The program’s volunteerism rate 
alone has increased by 45 percent in the past year, allowing more 
and more young people to be served every day. 

Kids’ Food Basket was represented as a fi nalist in three of the seven 
categories recognized by the Governor’s Service Awards. Mary 
K. Hoodhood, founder of Kids’ Food Basket, was a fi nalist for the 
lifetime achievement award. When elementary school principal, 

Mary Ann Prisichenko came to Hoodhood in 
2001 with a need, Hoodhood created a solution 
that has now grown from feeding 125 kids to 
3,280 every weekday of the school year! 

Kyle Barnhardt, Comstock Park High School 
class of 2010, was a fi nalist for the Youth 
Volunteer of the Year award. Barnhardt was the 
president of CPHS Student Volunteers, a program 
he helped grow to more than 350 high school 
students in addition to his active role with Kids’ 
Food Baskets’ Kids Helping Kids programs.

“Being named Outstanding Volunteer Program of 
the Year as an organization is an incredible honor. 

It is recognition that has been earned by hundreds of volunteers who 
dedicate themselves to attacking childhood hunger every day, one 
sack supper at a time,” said Bridget Clark Whitney, executive director 
of Kids’ Food Basket. “It is also a huge honor for two of our biggest 
supporters to be fi nalists. Mary K. and Kyle have worked tirelessly 
to make Kids’ Food Basket a successful organization that our 
community loves and supports.” 

Over 130 nominations were received for the 2010 awards, with 
35 fi nalists being selected in the seven categories. Winners were 
announced at a ceremony on June 24 in Detroit at the Gem Theatre. 



Bridget Clark Whitney, 
Executive Director

Although it was several years ago when 
we fi rst heard about kids in Grand Rapids 
digging through trash cans looking for 
food to take home, we are still getting calls 
such as the one we received last week. A 
local principal called to tell us that she was 
witnessing kids stuffi ng their pockets full of 
food to take home at the end of the day. She 
wanted to know how her kids could receive 
sack suppers from KFB.

There are 13 schools on KFB’s waiting list. Because of the awesome 
support of the GR community, we now have the physical space 
to allow us to continue to fi ght childhood hunger and meet this 

growing need. Since the end of the school year last Spring, KFB 
has increased meals by 40%, now serving 3,241 daily. This is 
amazing!!! Thank you so much to all of the companies, individuals, 
and community groups that made this building possible — from the 
construction and design, to the physical movement of operations 
equipment and offi ce furniture. Grand Rapids is an amazing 
community. Only with your support can we continue to attack 
childhood hunger and serve even more children on our waiting list. 
THANK YOU!!!!

With warm regards,

Bridget Clark Whitney
Executive Director

Mary K receiving the award from President Obama

Kids’ Food Basket is proud to 
announce that President Obama 
has recognized its founder, Mary 
K Hoodhood, with the Presidential 
Citizens Medal.

The medal is the second highest 
honor a civilian can receive next to 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 
It honors Americans who have 
performed exemplary deeds of 
service for their country or fellow 
citizens. Hoodhood was one of 13 
citizens to receive the award in a 
special ceremony with President 
Obama at the White House 
on August 4. The community 
celebrated Hoodhood’s award at an 
event on September 9 at the Amway 
Grand Plaza Hotel.

“We are excited to celebrate this 
honor with Mary K. She has been an incredible advocate for 
children’s nutritional needs, and she has helped Kids’ Food Basket 
become an organization our community loves and supports. 

Because of her, thousands of 
children do not have to worry 
about lunch being their last meal 
of the day,” said Bridget Clark 
Whitney, executive director of 
Kids’ Food Basket.

Hoodhood was recognized 
for her remarkable efforts to 
nourish our nation’s children. 
Her involvement with hunger 
issues began a decade ago, 
when she began volunteering 
with the local Meals on Wheels 
program. In 2001, she started 
Kids’ Food Basket after learning 
that students were going 
through the trash because they 
were looking for food. What 
began as a program serving 125 
evening meals at one school is 
now a full-f ledged organization 

serving 3,200 meals at more than 25 schools and summer sites 
throughout Grand Rapids.
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Founder of Kids’ Food Basket Receives 
2010 Presidential Citizens Medal
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Merrill Lynch of Grand Rapids decided to think 
outside the box when putting together a staff party 
this summer. One of the VP’s hosted a BBQ potluck 
at his house and everyone was asked to bring a 
gift for Kids’ Food Basket. They raised more than 
$1,300 in food and $690 in cash to support feeding 
kids! I was excited to be present at the party to 
thank the group for their support and wonderful 
gift! What a great staff you have, Merrill Lynch!

Mary K and I were guests at Pinnacle Insurance for their all-staff 
meeting to talk about Kids’ Food Basket. We shared the mission of KFB 
with this great company who has been giving to KFB for many years. 

Community Partners

Christine 
Lentine, fund 
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and 
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and 
development 
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community 
outreach 
community 

coordinator

Thank you to everyone that helped us move! 
Especially the crews from US Signal and Custer 
Interiors (trucks and all!), and those who spent days 
helping us organize our new home! 

Considering the ever growing number of sack suppers 
being delivered each weekday we need your help with 
off-site projects. We need people to fi ll this important 
spot from now until the holiday break. Can you 

help? Please call to sign up for a specifi c week and let us know what 
project (trail mix, snack sack or breakfast bundle) and how many 
items you’ll be bringing in. You set up the time most convenient 
for your group, get together the food, pick a location (commercial 
kitchens are required for the trail mix) and then drop it off to us. 
This is truly a HUGE help to KFB.

Get Involved in the Attack

Thank you to all our summer drivers for taking time 
out of their hectic summer schedules to make sure 
all meals were delivered on time. 

Like to drive? Want to help KFB while driving one 
to two hours? We need volunteers to pick up empty 
delivery bins from schools in the morning and bring 

them to KFB. It’s the perfect way to listen to the radio and help KFB 
at the same time! Contact Austin for more information.

Driving Out Hunger

Austin Roelofs, 
program 
coordinator 
program 
coordinator 
program 

Thank you so much for all the assistance you have 
provided to Kids’ Food Basket in obtaining this new 
facility. In short: IT IS AMAZING!!! The offi ce space 
has opened up the ability to bring in even more 
volunteers to help with data entry, creating recognition 
boards (poster-sized thank you’s), assist with mailings 
and special projects. Additionally, the extra rooms 

we have now allow us to let volunteers work undisturbed. In the new 
facility, everything has a place and there is a place for everything. 

As time passes I am sure that other benefi ts of the new facility will 
present themselves and put a smile on my face. None of this would have 
been possible without the fi nancial gifts and the gift of time from all of 
our wonderful volunteers and donors. I cannot begin to properly express 
my gratitude. To all those who have helped us meet the growing need in 
greater Grand Rapids – Thank You! It looks “Mmmarvelous!”

Supporting KFB

Brad Littell, Brad Littell, Brad Littell
administrative 

, 
administrative 

, 

assistant 

KFB Updates

Our new building on Oak Industrial Drive is 
incredible! Slightly over three times the size of 
operations at the Butterworth location, the space has 
large windows that fl ood the room with natural light. 
Those of you who volunteer in operations will surely 
be amazed at the expanse. The ability to operate a 
forklift inside is one of the many benefi ts of a larger 

space that Austin and I are enjoying. Beep, beep, beep.

KFB is seeking sponsors:

BREAK BAG SPONSOR: KFB sends home an extra bag of non-
perishable items with our recipient students at the beginning of 
long breaks i.e., winter break, spring break, end of the school year.

Sponsor a break bag by collecting some or all of the items, 
assembling items off-site, collecting monetary donations to help 
purchase items, or doing all three.

SACK SUPPER SPONSOR: Sponsor a sack supper item (juice 
box, cracker pack, granola bar, yogurt, cheese stick), for a day, week, 
month, or year for one, two or even all the schools. Or, choose the 
item you would like to sponsor, for how long and for which school. 
The possibilities for you to help are endless.

Contact Jane for more information.
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Ways To Help

Jane Berkey, 
operations 
Jane Berkey, 
operations 
Jane Berkey, 

manager

Kids’ Food Basket is proud to present some exciting 
volunteer opportunities for kids 18 and under 
through our Kids Helping Kids program. We are 
inviting classrooms, schools, kids, youth groups, 
scouts, sports teams, and anyone else who has kids 
to join us in the following activities:

SCHOOL/CLASSROOM COLLECTION: hold 
food drives and/or juice box drives

BAG DECORATING: create art on the bags used to pack sack 
suppers daily

REPACKING OPPORTUNITIES: repack bulk food items such 
as crackers/pretzels into individual bags

YOUTH ACTION BOARD: become a member—high school students 
from area schools will plan the Kids Helping Kids Celebration, organize 
food or juice box drives and any other creative ideas

Encourage our children to love the joy of service learning and 
community. Contact Catrina for more information.

Kids Helping Kids

Catrina 
Harvey, Kids 
Helping Kids 
Harvey, Kids 
Helping Kids 
Harvey, Kids 

program 
coordinator
program 
coordinator
program 

CONTACT: christine@kidsfoodbasket.org 

CONTACT: kathie@kidsfoodbasket.org 

CONTACT: catrina@kidsfoodbasket.org or 616-350-6285or 616-350-6285or  (cell) CONTACT: jane@kidsfoodbasket.org or 616-617-3318 (cell) 

CONTACT: austin@kidsfoodbasket.org 

CONTACT: brad@kidsfoodbasket.org 
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We’ve Moved!

GO GREEN!
Save paper and valuable 
resources. Sign up to 
receive our newsletter 
online instead of by post.

Please email christine@
kidsfoodbasket.org to make 
the switch!


